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Transforming Lives....Daring to Change the World
The longer I am privileged to serve as your Conference Minister in the Minnesota Conference
UCC, the more I find myself describing us to others as a place of bold ministry and active
service. Our collective ministries are grounded in our shared Gospel mandates to love God
and love our neighbors as ourselves. We are compelled to extend the extravagant love of God
to those within our congregations and to those far beyond our congregational, Conference, and
even national boundaries....and we do! We are the living manifestation of God’s magnificent
hope and love.
These pages offer just a few glimpses of the ways we have transformed lives and dared to change
the world over the last year. Our commitment to naming and dismantling racism has only just
begun, but we have begun to stir the courage we need to carry that commitment forward. Our
enthusiastic embrace and support of two of our own called to serve on behalf of the whole
Church in East Timor has been nothing short of inspiring. Pilgrim Point Camp continues to
amaze, and is a primary vehicle through which we equip the saints for the service of Christ.
And every grant we give, every outreach of our staff, every new minister we authorize, every
program we offer is aimed at multiplying the capacity of Christ’s Church in the Minnesota
Conference UCC for wider witness in the world.
We do all this in service to the God who continues to call and challenge us. We are able to do
all this because so many have shared their generous financial gifts and have volunteered their
extraordinary time and talents. Together we accomplish far more than we could ever do alone.
Together, we change lives one person at a time....and dare to change the world.
With deep gratitude for all we do together,

Reverend Shari Prestemon, Conference Minister
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Serving as a Prophetic Witness for Justice Action
by Addressing our Inherent Racism

A

t the Minnesota Conference, we take our
charge to increase capacity for compassionate
service and justice action seriously. In these
troubled times, we believe God is calling us to
repent and repair racial relations as they currently
exist in our nation. Over the last year, we have
worked towards creating diversity and going
deeper in our anti-racism training.
Dr. Jennifer Harvey of Drake University spoke to
us at our 2015 Annual Meeting. She challenged
us to rethink our philosophy towards racial
reconciliation and reconsider our role in what
has brought us to this point and to rethink how
we can make changes in our lives to improve racial
relations. As the Body of Christ, we wrestled with
the reality of ongoing racism in our lives and
world. At the Fall Leadership Retreat, we heard
from three speakers who offered glimpses into the
Native American experiences of the racism they
faced.

On November 24th, 2015 a week after a police
officer fatally shot Jamar Clark, UCC clergy and
lay leaders marched with 1,000 protesters after
white men attacked protesters at the 4th Precinct
in Minneapolis.
“We marched to offer a witness of love and
nonviolence and embody a faith that claims “love
your neighbor as yourself” as a central mandate. We
do this not because we’re certain of what unfolded
the night Jamar Clark was shot, but because we
ARE certain that the Church must be present to
offer a witness of love amid growing division and
suffering.”---Rev. Shari Prestemon

“These conversations were an important piece of
the anti-racism work we’ve committed to in the
Minnesota Conference,” said Conference Minister
Shari Prestemon. “We can’t authentically engage in
the dismantlement of racism around us until we’ve
taken time to first understand what the experience
of racism is really like for those who don’t have
white privilege.”
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Sustaining Faith Formation and Healthy Churches

I

n 2015, the Minnesota Conference awarded over 30 Ashley micro-grants to support mission retreats, service learning, and summer
day camps and family church events. Service projects and mission trips strengthened inter-generational faith formation, church
vitality and increased compassionate service for clergy, lay leaders, youth ministers, families, children and young adults.

Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth
Serves in West Virginia

Participants grew in their faith from
the mission trip experience.

In August, Peace UCC Duluth used a Minnesota Conference microgrant to fund travel to New Vision in Philippi, West Virginia for a week
full of community service for twenty-three youth and eleven adults.
While there, Peace UCC families, young adults and youth:

“To me, the two most important things I got this week were the ability
to look at poverty in a new way and be able to get that feeling of wanting
to help and acting on it. The other thing I got was getting closer to
people and meeting new people.”

· Roofed the home of an elderly
couple (the patriarch of the
community) and completed
home repairs for a young father
and his three children.
· Collaborated with New Vision,
an organization that works in
the local community and global
community to bring solar light
to people in developing nations
desperately in need of this light
at night.
· Helped a New Vision person
install solar panels on local
buildings, and helped him work
on alternative energy cars.
· Built a new fence and storage area around a new basketball
court and put up reflective sheets up that are used to make the
court brighter at night and melt the snow in the winter.
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“Although the condition of the house was almost overwhelming
when we first arrived, I felt a sense of accomplishment upon
leaving. I am glad to have been a part of giving these kids a new
kitchen and a clean painted bedroom to grow up in. It was also
awesome to see the family interact with one another.”
--Youth Reflections from Work Camp in Philippi, West Virginia

Increasing our Capacity
for Compassionate Service:
Supporting Tom & Monica Liddle

R

allying together towards a common cause is what we do here at
the Minnesota Conference UCC. Supporting Global Ministries
and overseas mission work is an area that we feel called to support.

When Tom and Monica Liddle received the call to serve in East Timor,
much support was needed. The new funding model of Common Global
Ministries requires raising a significant amount of money to support
missionary appointments before missionaries can begin their service.
In order to support the Liddles, the Minnesota Conference Board of
Directors offered a challenge grant of $50,000 and a lead gift of $50,000
to start the fundraising efforts.
Churches responded by inviting the Liddles
to come out and speak about their mission
appointments and the work they would be doing.
You gave with your whole hearts to support the
work they will be doing over the next four years.
After hearing about Tom’s call to help churches
and Monica’s desire to lead clinics for women in
need in East Timor, the next $50,000 was raised
and the matching grant kicked-in.

programs sponsored by the Protestant Church of East Timor, providing
community-based health care, particularly for women and children.
“We’re thrilled, excited, anxious, and a little stressed, but trusting,
faithful and ready to engage in the work again!” remarked Tom and
Monica. “To the Minnesota Conference: thank you so much for your
leadership – in so many ways, you have made this happen!
We want to thank the Conference leadership, all the local churches and
the individuals who have made contributions.
A special word of gratitude to Peace Church
(Duluth) which has been an incredible support
to us for over a decade! An experience like
this shows that we’re all the church together.”

Tom, Monica, and their two children, Hannah
and Simon, will soon depart for East Timor. Tom
will assist churches in developing pastoral leaders
for rural congregations. Monica, who is a midwife and naturopathic physician, will work with
5 | 2015 Annual Report

Sustaining Donor: Rev. Oby
Ballinger, Community UCC,
St. Paul Park

Contributing to
Our Church’s Wider
Mission: UCC Northfield

Why do you Support the Minnesota
Conference?

Why Does Your Congregation Support Our
Church’s Wider Mission?

Over and over, I have seen the Minnesota Conference
demonstrate courageous, adaptive leadership for
changing times. I especially appreciate the way our
Conference connection empowers the leadership
of younger lay and clergy members. I support
the Minnesota Conference because when we act
together we are better able to seek justice, promote
best practices and bear witness to God’s love in all
Minnesota communities
		

At First UCC in Northfield, individual households pledge
to Our Church’s Wider Mission in the same way they
make a pledge to the ministry of the local church. Each
year I am very proud of how generously this congregation
supports Our Church’s Wider Mission, and what we need
for our local ministry is also generously provided. We
believe that God’s revelation is still unfolding in the world
and we must pay attention. We believe in UCC churches
working together, strengthening our shared ministry in
Minnesota and around the globe. This shared ministry
takes generosity. Strong connections, strong conferences,
and a strong denomination lead to strong local churches.
-----Rev. Todd Smith Lippert, UCC Northfield

What would you tell someone who is thinking about donating to the
Minnesota Conference?

I encourage those who are thinking about donating to the Minnesota Conference
to consider that the Conference is a strong, vital connection among our churches,
and there is no better way to encourage progressive faith values throughout our
state than by supporting the ministries of the Conference. Together we are able to
achieve more than any congregation could do on their own, and their contributions
will help make this all the more true.

Why do you choose to be a sustaining donor?
I choose to be a sustaining donor because it makes it easy to plan for our Conference
donation, there’s less to pay at any one time but it really adds up for the Conference, it
gives our leadership a reliable stream of revenue, and it’s far easier than remembering
to make a contribution each month.
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Legacy Donors: Reverends Muriel Pool Hachfeld and
Randy Pool Hachfeld

R

evs. Randall and Muriel Pool Hachfeld did not disclose their
planned gift to the Minnesota Conference of the United Church
of Christ until recently. In 1987, it was their move to Minnesota
that prompted them to update their will. While in the attorney’s office,
they were inspired by faith to name the Conference as a recipient of a
percentage of their assets upon their deaths. The specific reasons for
doing this became evident as Randy and Muriel continued to live and
serve in Minnesota.
Muriel celebrates the ways the Conference engages children and youth
in spiritual development. As a minister, she knows that small town and
rural churches rely on the Conference for augmentation of the church’s
ministry with those who are not yet adults. Muriel also appreciates
the ways in which the Conference becomes an extended family for
congregants. Randy and Muriel experienced this at Annual Meetings
and Pilgrim Point Camp while raising their sons.
Randy celebrates the role of the Minnesota Conference in his call to
ordained ministry. While a student at United Theological Seminary of
the Twin Cities, he received the unwavering support of the Southern
Association, where his ‘home’ church was located and where he was ‘incare’. In addition, Randy appreciates the Conference for introducing
him to the role of churches and individuals beyond their local setting.
He values the insight and experience he has gained from participation
within the denomination.
In recent years, Randy and Muriel again updated their plans for the
future by working with an attorney to form a trust. With that action,

they were inspired by faith to increase the percentage of their assets
upon death that will go to the Minnesota Conference. As older adults
no longer raising children, Randy and Muriel realized that they could do
more to support the ‘church family’ that is the Minnesota Conference of
the United Church of Christ. It is a call that they are inspired to fulfill.
For more information about making a planned gift to the Minnesota
Conference or to become a Sustaining Donor or a Friend of the
Conference, please visit our website at www.uccmn.org/donate.
You may also call Lese Wright at 612-871-0359, or email her at
development@uccmn.org. Thank you for your support of the
Minnesota Conference.

Pilgrim Point Camp Strengthens
Faith Formation and Church Vitality

P

ilgrim Point Camp and Retreats championed Mission Camp—a
new experience in 2015. As we continued to grow and expand,
there were even more opportunities for families, churches and
other groups to expand their faith formation ministries through service
learning and fellowship.

Campers Strengthen Their Faith Formation through Service
Projects during Mission Week
First Congregational Wadena and Linden Hills UCC enjoyed the first
ever Mission Week at Pilgrim Point. Youth, young adults and leaders
worked together on a number of projects including a Habitat for
Humanity home. Campers also weeded gardens, grew and harvested
fresh produce, and volunteered at the local thrift store and food shelf.
These service projects provided opportunities to live the mission of the
UCC through helping others. At the end of each day, they still enjoyed
camp fires, vespers and the entire Pilgrim Point experience.

Church Family Camps Grows Congregational Communities
“August Family Camp was sponsored by St. Anthony Park UCC,
inviting and welcoming people from all Minnesota UCC congregations
and some non-UCC churches. Families attended in various forms
– nuclear families, children and grandparents, 3 generations, and
sometimes single persons. Some grandparents came from other states.
Some extended families have members of non-UCC congregations.”
--- Tim Wulling
“August Family Camp is one of the highlights of our year. It deepens
our Intergenerational Ministry: All ages eat together, bunk together,
worship together, play together, enjoy nature together, learn together,
sing together, and brush our teeth together! Relationships blossom
Minnesota
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between
children,
youth
and adults. Being away from
distractions and dwelling in
nature – whether walking across
the field or walking out onto the
point in Lake Ida – only strengthens those bonds.
The experience of Family Camp then permeates our faith
community throughout the year because we carry with us the
shared experience and memories of that week in August. We are
“church” more deeply, more fully, more faithfully, more joyfully,
beyond our congregation, to people of other congregations!”
-- Rev. Victoria Wilgocki, St. Anthony Park UCC

Financials for Fiscal Year 2015:
October 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015

131

Churches

362

Revenue

Authorized Ministers

Expenses

4

Full Term Interims

Fundraising
Restricted
Contributions
Released

Management
& General

OCWM

11%

36%

27%

3

OCWM National
Payments

12%

Program
Revenue

15%

6%

Interims Hired

Programs

71%
Annual
Fund &
Gifts

13%

42

O&A Churches

Per
Capita

9%

4

Total Revenue

$1,794,682

Total Expenses

		

For additional information, you may download our full financial report from our
website at: http://uccmn.org/resources/finances and click on 2015 Financial Audit.

$1,842,948

Completed Searches

6

Ordinations

11

Installations

122 West Franklin Avenue, Suite 323
Minneapolis, MN 55404
uccmn.org

Show your commitment to supporting the Minnesota Conference mission as we continue to transform lives in our churches,
our clergy and lay leaders for all generations as we grow in our faith. Thank you for your support of the Minnesota Conference.

Donate Today at www.uccmn.org/donate
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